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to Art Rapp, Dean Gronnell and Robert Bloch. I promised them
that this rag would b2 ocut "soon"-—notice the date on Grennell's
contribution. Al1s59 I said bhau Bl would new L oo oneh

FAPA or CaPt.

ind it doesn't really need to go through FaPa like tirgs—=

could claim credit for the 6 pazss of "Blood, Sweat and
“regrs® that was in the last mailing, but as Terry said,
ivho'd want to?" Bgsides, T fa333 Lhet I should contribute
something to FaPA arter my loug abseace.

I should explain what this issue of Isomer was originally
intendsd to be. I sent stencils to various people--—includ-
ing tne artists herein, of course--at about the same time,
and all were received back azlmost immediztely, for which I
thank the three contributcrs immensely. Tnen I gave a
couple of stencils to a local Bay fan, ana Somo months later
heard that he'd typed one of them up so far. and I sent
another pair to a prominent fan, with the usual return post-
age for the dome or undonre stencils end a stamped return
letter, so he could let me know if I could expuct them back
or not. That was 3 or 4 months ago.

On top of that, my fanac has been steadily dwindling. 1
have not attended a 3GFS meeting in 4 months; my last fan
Lotter was written 6 months ago; I have read about 5 fan=-
wincs in the last 3 or 4 .months (almost all British), and

PARS

done nothing in the way of activity. AZain, apologies.

Iuring the, stmmer,, 1 acguired an automobile intorest (from
the customizing angle) to augment my present mcin interests
of Ham radio, Civil air Patrol, California C:dus Corps, and

a now somewnat dormant intorest in roller skating:

You'll Find This In Here:

AT Y (BaPipi. oo s s o i B Bl oatsn fe o @ e < dpood o Ay e o o (2R
RObert BlOCh..-.--o-oc.o.......................... 6
Dean Ac Grennell.-..&.....-....................... 8
And maybe somc mailing commentS......ocveenenen s 10

ISONER #2, for the 72ud mailing; postmailed; publishing by
Peter Graham, KN6MIX; Box 149, Fairfax, california.” 9/27 /5t

LaTuttle suffersd from Creek's Disease,

Ané various other river ills;

1e wouldn't have suffered if his body'd becen
buffered

By Widower's Jonderful Liver Pills.
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by Art RdDD
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ss T looked in my mmilbox, one dark and:fannish night,
T s3w among tihe stfcrud the o disconcerting sigih,
1 fiched it oufl @nd cpeneu It up, ard.muen L0 @y Glsiress,
T foead 1t was & & %k % addressed to ay gildrase;

I showed it to iy family, who scrzamed and raii away,

I sent a frantic telegram, qairect to 4sJ;

within the hour bhis ans wer came,; wmerked tURGENT® and #COTLECTM:
1poath Ccome earame wita that s % = or T will break your neck.n

I took i¥ tolagestingiof oUr eludsol logsl s
And after we nad ‘druak somc aeiak, 7. shoudcd to the men,
They voted ‘togaosolve  tnemselves from any Lainy of sin,
SO~ LCW MY -kreir Jaity T guejoutelde,  deooking iri]

—
I swauatTad out ‘the montas dnd days as time went creeping on,
yntil abnlasyogne mesksalriyed sto nold thé world con;
But I nad learnea ny lesson, and uy cards I coolv played,
and dianit proedifee tae sk o UunELL The Masquerade.

v=st volumes have becn written, 'all dbout that great melee,

Lot 3ixbeen pros wesre trdmpled as all fangom turned to flee'
L how tie. . bibuer drbumcnts resounded thru the night,

Qver winlch was @ors Ly gkt i O gl LTI SthG“;ue.

e aavertisement iwight dlspose of it for me, “hought i ;

RBul 2ven KAY-MAR Tquuﬁ?s readers winceaq, dnd woulda:+t buy;
Donating it to tné Big Pand, pund wis c¢ne of my iugnisaticns,
But tiae pritisn reduined my s ¥ % and broke ofi’ Jan relations)

I've tried in every way I kunow, to exile or tp can it,
I |eversi a8 [d) last'reso;t, tried selliing it to PLANET!
In utter desperation, ten, I now appeal to you:

wnen one possesses 4 % x %, what CAN & fellow do?
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QOver tne rciler and thru the drum

see tue fanzine pages go,

Tie fan knows the way to the paper-tray

As utne stack of sheets gets low.

The crank goes round with a groaning sound
~— J4Ke & lovesick alligator,

But the miwmeotrs shriek is a muted squeak

copared to tas readerst, later]
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Spaceward, Heh!

AS the shining starships aurtle thru tae vas® 7S of the wveid
In what tasks of spatial glamour will taeir c. Jmen be eanlol«up
you may picture theu at keyboards, plotting oroit integratica,
But T bet that they spend mucil wuore tlue in shirboard sanitatvion!

As long as rocketships nave decks, their crews will have to mop,. .
snd any object made of orass must shine irom toe to TOD,

And over the atomics!' purr will ring tae sad compialit

of lowly crewmen growing highly skilled av chipping paint.

In the spic-and-span control roou sics tne skipper at nis’ sepedi,
watching nebulae and gaiaxies drift slow across the scene,

But belowdecks, guys with buckets will be washing out their duds,
Ana tae ever-luckless galley help will sit tnere peeling spuds.

It 15 great to be a spacer and ride far beyond tne stars,
To tell tales of unknown planets 1n e«ot.cC gparthside bars,
put 1t 1isn't hali as glamorous to those w.ose way is sped
By scraping out the cooking pots, or scrubbing down the head!

R RTH T e R T il T

Culinary Artist

you may drop him in a parachute, or march him on parade, :
But nhis training's mostly useless, since he must be born, not umade;
wnen he finishes his scnooling, he just throws away the book

And pases his career on stew -- if hers &an Aruy cook,

rThey may furnish him a menu, balanced in caloric style,

wyith each carbohydrate measured, and with minerals by tne mile,
But he will scorn the schedule, and without a second look
proceed to make a pot of stew -- if hets an Army cook.

You may set nim down in gzanzibar, or somewhere north of Thule,
With notning but a case of gpam, and no help but a coolie,

And he will sulphurize tne air with cussing-out the gook,

put somenow youril get stew to eat -- 1f hers an Army cook.

My favorite conversational gambit with G,I, cooks is to tell
them, #Royi This 1S just iike Motner useua to makein jJust as tne covk
begins to glow witn pride, I add, nyeah, she couldntt cook elther:
thatt's why I ran away trom home to join the pAray.m (Note: Tt 18

~inadvisable to make remarks of this sort to a cook unless you out-
rank him.) '

wWnen I came into tue Army, I proiuptly gained 20 pounds,
which probably was iore a resuit of plenty of outdoor exercise tian
anything else -- but It've Kept that poundage ever since, and in fact
I notice eitner my clotnes are all simulitaneously sarinking, or my
waistline is expanding. All sorts of things happen to GIt's, but I
have yet to hear of any of them starving. . '

! ) o For further details, see
your local recruiting otfice.
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Once upon a time, boys and girls, .there was no MAD COMICS.
Once upon a time there was no POGO.
Yese.soand believe it or not...there wasn'!t even a Stan Kentonl

In those primitive days, before the coming of trimmed edges and
digest-sized magazines, science-fiction fans were few and far between
eeeno one had ever conceived. of a Convention, the first fanzine had
yet to be published, and the beanil= hadn't evén been invented,

What do you suppose fans did in the Dawn Ages? 'You'll‘probably Bevar
gueisisy b so T NEeTR#NEe i They read magazines]

And one of the magazines they read was WEIRD TALES,

They read it thirty years ago.,.beiore there was such a publication
as AMAZING; before WONDER and ASTOUNDING came Into exlstencessewhen
there wasn't even the faintest cloud loowing on-the horizon as a
prelude to the TIimiuortal Storm,

Since then a full generation has passed, Thirty years have come and
gone, And WEIRD TALES 18 no liore,

I am wode-painted and leening over its demise, but a bit regretful
that I don't detect more mourners at the funeral, As I write these
lines, however, I've yet to see any mention of WEIRD TALES! passing
in thes current fanzines. Not so much as an interlineation disturbs
the endless references to MAD, POGO, cool jazz; Courtney, and other
topics of interest to the “Serious Constructive' Fan. of Today, I dare
say that many of tha more eminent authorities on Brubeck and Little
Willie have never héard of WEIRD TALES, I am guite certain that an
even greater number may have noted patronizing or disparazing refer-
ences to tie publlcation but didn't read 1%,

Indeced, for the past ten years or sc; 1t .was’'quite the Tfashion to
dismiss  WBIRD'.TALES as a fantasy magazine ;of ‘Interest, only to the
oldatime followers of H.P. Lovecraft =- as such it wasn't worth the
attention of readers who paid allegieance to contemporary authors in
the science-fantasy genre.

But now that WEIRD TALES has gone to the Happy Haunting-Ground, it
may be permissible to remind some of the late-comers that a giant has
fallen, g

For during the first 20 years of-its existeince, it played a highly
impertant part in the dewelooment of the science~fantasy ficld, Under
Idwin Baird, Farnsworth Wright, and the early editorship of Dorothy

[(SShe

McIlwraith, WIEIRD TALES made signal contributions,

A surprisingly high percentage of today'!s "big names" did their early
work in WT's pages.
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It may come as a shock to conbempepary fans te soan a 1ist o@ W'f“‘ 
contributors and note such names, as Heinléin, van Vogt,- Bouc~3v~u;m
de Camp, Pratty Sturgeon, Wllliamaon, Simak and .others. pi 31mp1

stature. _ ‘ , O N SRR Sh ) -

*

4 2 ,- . \\

' Many do not realize that WEIRD TALES prlnted the flrst profbsswonpl*
work of Henry Kuttner, C.L.. Moore,. Fritz' Lelber, August Derleth == - -
that WEIRD TALES developed the ‘tolents -of mhny . Mo1d~tinerd" .in- hsg_‘w
field such as Longs. Wandrei, Binden,’ Edpmond  Hamilton .-- -that for'
years Ray Bradbury spent his time trying. to cra ck WT rather. thom -« v .
the SATURDAY EVENING POST ~- and that WD was. ‘making. the: honorable¢;;p e
nentions 1ist of the O'Brien and O'Henry yearbboks as far back,qs“,;

years ago. Aol T e e e e st mot

WEIRD TALES developad artistq like Bok and Finlgy‘c;senved as thg
crecative cradle for ! 'classic!” chapdcters such’hs Conaxn - leel and ;GA»
Northwest- Snith...prinxed the early dol Rey and. Curtnill and. seb thc
pattern for the loter UNKNOWNe-. Frodrlc Brown,‘Manly Mode- WQllman,
Eric Frdank Russell, Nolson Bond == the 1ist of.WT!'s. contributors. is
© an Alnonac de. -Goetha of Gothice styTists who ‘later cameito. goncontruto
on tho riore’ 1ucrat1ve straight 501onca-fict10n narkots. : LT

ind yeb, t&° nhny ‘& writecr-in- thep"gr01t yoars" of BTy histofy, thc o
publication of ‘a’'sbiogy in its pages -='ovon at losdor Pabes 'é= was
a desirtble-achievononts T well erorbor Stanley Tie inbaut tdlling
me, only a fow months befoérs his-doath, ‘that he’winted de¥peratoly -
to write g, yarn that would "hit" UT.  For.at that tio. (1nqrod1ble“
as it may séon to Ahosc who aroe faulliar anly with reoont dovelops- gg~:
‘nionts) publicatlbn in WEIRD. TALES carriod with ‘1% 4« pr”stiwo valued ...
insofar asiit was tba,only nqgazino of its kind.. to‘cngoﬁ eritiecal o
rocownltlon. T storiss wore reprinted enorally Ananthologloes:
long béfore the war brought the "af boom": into: being; /For udny‘~
‘authbrs, wrltinv for WT. was. a lqbor of 1ovc. S

o N

It was always thus with its "rroat voars" cdltor, Farnsworth richt.
Uright romainuranu of the. forbatton,horeos todays. bub horo ho. was,
in ovory sensc af; tgp woirde ; The pavagss of'ﬁarkinaoan Discaso: i
fzilsd to .quel) & brilliant. 1ntalloct, a scholarly oand. critlcally

" lkeon odltorlal”insight, amordantly keon'schie. off Huuof,‘and avgvo:.
all, a ‘genuing ‘dovokion: to fantasy.literaturo whﬂgh had no rolatiqn
to the profit-lietives .. WEIRD, TALES nover rado: .roney - for: "nyono Kt éﬁ
publishoru,‘ cdltors, writers,: or-artists, . But 1t nado!friends. - It
nads progrogs- for tho. ficlkd... iAs.a dovclopin%-&rourd for ‘talent, T
contributed as imch'op 11076, thﬂm ancFothor 5 1o~ uagaziru.i Though.-

" its aceent on- fantasy ﬁnd horrer'uayfsoah datbd and. distadbsiul, tod“m, o

1% is impoasiblo to disuisg,thd illustriouu roghtor of ta 1ont which .
found first fruition: within 1t8.pagoese NEIRD TALES ‘noeda 16 apolaria
eeo0r for that mattor, opitaph., The noegazine may. be, dOwd, but 1Bq.'
. influoncc lives ony and- vu_ll centinuo to flouzc‘a.sh for rmrrv *rcmr*s t&
COIG - Slc trqn31t,yggrior1 R N . s Lo T




e, ]l Dean :. Grennell,
ouE: 1 January 1955 402 iiaple :Avenue,
Fond du Lac, liis.
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Dear Pete:

So what do you say for a guy who sends you two stencils and says you shouvid
"tyoe anything you like on them?" Vlell, I suppose I could say that T am r:ilzy
unaccustomed to typing on stencils other than the familior Gestenciics. Lo ©
quest that I use the sheet of carbon on both stencils and return it...sc @

I will return it but I am using one of ‘the "carbons" ('cushion-sheets,' T c:lis
'em) that comes with the Gestencils:. In fact, I'll prohably use a fresh cusii-
ion for each stencil---and return yours in a virginal condition. You sez, a
quire of Gestencils comes withea plastic sheet and maybe 2 dozen of the zuch.
ions included at no extra cost (I pay $2.50/2 for them---what d'you pay?) and

I never use the cushions when I type with the black L C Smith that cuts most
of Grue's pages. On that machine I just use the hard plastic back-sheet he-
cause I find it makes for a sharper letter. But I'm cutting this on a ncuily
new Smith-Corona office-model and the letters on that are so sharp and finz-
lined that I find it works better to use a‘cushion-sheet to thicken the liaes

a bit. I still put the hard plastic behini it to give a firmer surface to cut
against (as I'm doing now) and I have removed the film from a Gestencil and

put it over the "Campus" brand stencil you've supplied. This is because I don't
lite to get the keys all glucked up with wax while I'm cutting. I find that

films, like cushion-sheets, can be used for a number of stencils without i1l .
effects. - e SE R

But enough of this shop-talk. I'll turn to your accompanying letter and
see 1f it contains dny questions I haven't answered yet. There might be sonie
of szufficiently general interest to provide fodder for discussion.. At any rate,
they ought to carry me a little fedder down the stencil.

"Do you still think I don't exist?" 'lell, I'll say this, Pete---you probab-
ly possess as much bona fide corporeality as the next person. There are timec
when I wonder if apybody, includirig the writer, really exists or if we are all
the figments of Robert Bloch's imagination (or, for that matter, Bill Hamling's
Imagination): If you mean do I still think you are a pseudopod of Terry Carr,
no, I don't. I've decided that it is the other way arourd. 4nd while I think
cf it, Pete, thanks for sending me that page of face-criiters for Grue. I must
compose you a Little /illie pome sometime! o

4How much does it cost to send a consignment of Grues to Burbee (for FiPAi)7Z
Now that is an interesting question. Until recently---last issue (#22) to he ex-
act---it ran around $4.50 to send 68 copies of a 50-page issue to hittier, Cal.,
from Fond du Lac. But last time I sent 68 copies of the 64.page Grue/Blezn znd
68 copies of the 40-page Le ZOMBIE to hittier, wrapped up in.an empty bcx tuat
had held 10 reams of mimeo paper (well, not an empty box, but you know wiat I
mean) and it weighed in at 39 pounds, Now, technically, the maximum weight al-
lowed for Parcel Post is 20i and two twenty-pounders would have ran me in excess
of $6.50 and I checked with imerican Express and the cost there was the came al-
most to the penny. I did not check with any truck or rail-freight comparies be-
cause I trust them not. It was much too close to the deadline by thern and i've
known trucks and freight to take unbelievably long to make even a shori haul.
Once we had a carload of furnaces take 5% weeks to come to FdL from Ely~ia.
Ohio~--they lost the whole furshlugginer freight-car and later found ¢ ¢. a
siding in West Virginia! So I checked with a good friend and shcctiing-buddy
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who works in the local postoffice and asked him what lie'd suggest. First
thing he asked me was "How many pages does each copy havar" I said that no
copy had less than 40 pages and he said that that made them books, subject to
the special rate that books go wr'2r. Tt seems that 22 pages is the breaking
point past whici a pamphlet GLeionme: a book, regardless of the stiffness of

the cover (they've ammended the rulss to cover naper-bound pocketbooks and such).
The book-rate is 8¢ for the first pound and 4¢ for each additicuial r.ound up to
some figure consideradly in excess of 40#. .nd the lovely part ot 2t is that
it is the same, rogerdioss of zone. You can mail bociis from Lubec, laine to
San Diego for the sai~ cost as mailing them from Fairfax to Rodeo---or to Box
150 in Fairfax for that matter. So I sent tiis e carten of fapastuff to

3urb for $1.60...and it got there on time too; T still feel good when I thirnlk
At

"iias there ever a second issue of AW?" (that was a mag I did for P4P.) No.

Numbered ccpies of Le ZOMBIE: doubtless you know by this time...uwe pulled
a real sneaky there. Tucker got #1, DAG got #2, Bloch got i3, Tucker got i,
Willis got #5 (because he'd sent me TED }5)...and everybody in FAPi cot #6.
Copy i#225 went to Chuck Harris of the Rainham Harrises and I don't recall that
the rest of them got numbered at all. iin't we devils?

"Jas there ever & 17ih issue of Grue?" There was indeed...a very handrome
issue it was, too (if I do say so myself). Had a hend-painted, full-color
cover (in oils) and five different colors of print in the finest oldtime trad-
itionz, also photo iiles and pen drawings as well. Number 18 seemed quite a
brirg-dow after toal  in fact. Sorry- -li~fia Press policy forbids saying to
whom it went...in case you were going to ask. "ere any issues of Grue before
#16 of more than one perscn cireniation” I think ycu mean 15, Pete-—--thzt
was the first Rexographed issue which ot a circuliation ol neybe 60 copies.
But the answer is still yes. Orue #12 hod a press-run of threc copies, usirg
carbon-paner and has been recd 5y five Hoople, counting myself. It would not
lock tro bad beside a fGrue cof today (except that it would require a helluva
lot of purgation 'clors rel2ase to the general public~-that's the fine part
or & LigWly laited circa.ation’, having &s it did an 83x11 double-weigit
photo cover and maybe a cui:: vthotos inside as illustrations. The othor <.
fueci---well, I hope they didn'‘t reach many people apiece as the subjecs mattar .
was very much custon-t-’licored and they'd seem quite vapid to anyone but tie
original recipient. 5ut the idea of making up several issues of s.arply limited
circulation before branching cut into mass-produced fan-publishing is one I'd
whoiecheartedly recommend to budding fan-eds (to paraphrase Leslie Charteris,
fan-eds don't bud, they fester). It gives you a chance to get a lot of bugs
ironed out of your mag before it must face sz heen. eyed puclic. And collating
a one-ilssue one-shot is really a snap. There's been many a time when I wished
Grue had never qualified for that phrase "Printed hatter Only."

"Hey, what's fubar mean?" Darn right it ain't in wour dictionary. It is,
I believe, a slang-term of irmy origin like S0P, SNaMU, etc. The usual defini-

tion is "Fouled Up By frmy Regulations.” OK? The end is in sight and if I
didn't end soon anyway it would be morning and then I'd have to close with

something horrible like: { TN 4
Grahzm the dawn, ] ((( @f
PS: Send me a copy, mai E& ek
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WHO'S COT THE DING*DONG? ... AN
ELEPHANT BROUGHT EER IN AND L..ID
HER. BY Y SIDE...GET YOUR GRILY
EYES OFFA LE...HE'S GOT A LO*FI
VOICE . LMAGAZL T GVELS COURTESY
OF . TR (ISKARON I TETUVIRS TYE
DRy 1k 47SR “IRIZET s« CURATOR.
ATTAYS TEOUGHT ¥-RaY 'AL.ERAS VFRE
BEOHy BARCTR:2 0 AN WOLHID~BURY
OVER IN it "C200w 1F ni HEARD
THEE DUB...T
WOUILDN'T LTv& C TEE L.OON IF YOU
PALID L.E..+SxaTCH. . FERNICIOUS
ANEBTIA. .. I KNGY & GAL IN TIAJU-
ANA®, SHE KNOWS [u7 BUT SHHis DON'T
WANNA. . .DOWN AT CahP WE HiD THE
ROYAL ORDER OF TEE SANI-FLUL I,
WITH SUBSIDIARY ORDERS--hNIGHTS
OF THE BOWLR, ROYAL ORDER OF ThE
PURPLE F-—T, 4N SUCH...SAM, °7¢
YER X TAHR AHRN...SIR, THU
CliAKRGE—~PHPT—ft-+0N THIS CHARAC-
TER 1S—PHFT-—I CAUGHT HIL URI-
PH TRFT——URL* ~TING BETEEN THE
WALLS OF HIS HUT—-PHFFT. . NEIO
WASN'T A TEFTIPLE LAY i/ HE HATED
TO STL A 1.7 5 HEAD ROLL: /hh
E-‘ RNE, SHm INSTEADY EVIIEY USING
HIS HL@D / AND WIDQWrii*S WONDER-
Fra e PE”ROL T8 (&35 STATION
ATTENDANT DIDN'T GNDERSTAND THAT
I : EANT WHEN I ASKED FOR A TRI-
LEThYLChLOROHEXANORnLI faTION_—ALL
I | EANT WAS A STI.PLE GREASE JO3.

BT, o' m2.li.s comnmeuts, Ton.
You get this because;
Mgt Licelinip P IASE VAT e

SO ppta g e rein

You're an intcrestm—ed/-ing
soul

Otherwise

You're I- S2PS (I'm nct surc yet
i | gl O b o s Ba 128, nel
which malling i it does, but rt
wanted we to and I've got-enuf ,
so I mayl)




